
From the Heart and Mind of a Participating Business Owner 

 

To the Union Square Community and beyond: 
 

Food insecurity is a real concern in Somerville. 9.5% of our 

neighbors rely on SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program, which we used to know as Food Stamps). More than 50% 

of Somerville Public School students qualify for free or 

reduced-price lunch. It’s a major issue, but we have an opportunity 

to work together and reduce its impact on our community. 
 

Good Food For All, taking place June 22 through 29, is a campaign 

to raise funds to support the Union Square Farmers Market SNAP 

match. Not only does this campaign improve food security in Somerville, but it’s a meaningful 

way to have fun supporting local businesses.  
 

SNAP is important in improving food access nationwide, but food sold at farmers markets is often 

unaffordable for recipients. Massachusetts has taken food access a step further by introducing HIP 

(Healthy Incentives Program), a state-level benefit that provides SNAP recipients with an additional 

monthly stipend (between $40-80, depending on household size) to purchase locally grown fruits and 

vegetables.  
 

SNAP and HIP have greatly improved access to healthy food in 

Massachusetts, but they are limited. SNAP can’t make farmers market 

products any cheaper, and HIP can only be used to buy produce. They don’t 

help families afford other locally made grocery essentials like bread, eggs, 

meat, fish, cheese, and pantry items. As much as encouraging folks to eat 

their fruits and vegetables is good, we should also help them feed their 

families a complete diet of nutritious, high-quality food.  
 

This is where our local SNAP match comes in, and why Good Food For All is so amazing. To fill the 

gap between federal and state programs, communities like ours have come together to provide 

additional money for SNAP recipients at their local farmers market. This extra bit of cash ($10 per 

week) can be used to purchase ANY SNAP-eligible food. These funds benefit not only our neighbors 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program
https://www.unionsquaremain.org/good-food-for-all
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/healthy-incentives-program-hip-for-clients
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/healthy-incentives-program-hip-for-clients


now able to afford more local foods, but the farmers and food makers whose sales increase as a 

result. Union Square Main Streets, which runs the Union Square Farmers Market among its many 

activities, is in its fourteenth year of supporting a SNAP match for the market, and the demand keeps 

growing. 
 

Good Food For All brings the SNAP match out of the 

Saturday market to get the whole community involved. For 

eight days—bookended by the farmers market 

itself—businesses throughout Union Square have come 

together in support of this incredible program. They offer 

specials, feature products and services, a percentage of 

sales, or flat donations to fund the match directly. 

Customers in turn contribute to the campaign by shopping 

at local businesses they already love, or finding new 

favorites! Last year 500 people were able to access healthy local food through GFFA. This year we 

want to expand on that success and go even farther! 
 

Learn more about the campaign and see a list of participating businesses on the Union Square Main 

Streets webpage. By supporting businesses contributing to Good Food For All, everyone in Union 

Square benefits. Customers shop at participating local businesses, those businesses fund the match, 

and the match helps families purchase healthy, local food at the Union Square Farmers Market. I 

hope you will join me in supporting improved food access in our community. 
 

 

Bio: Shane Clyburn is co-founder of In Season Food Shop at Bow Market and a Union Square 

Farmers Market vendor. In 2018, he worked as market manager at the Copley Square Farmers 

Market, where he learned firsthand about the importance of food access programs and the value 

community support can play in their success. He currently serves as Chair of Slow Food Boston and 

a member of the Union Square Neighborhood Council. 

https://www.unionsquaremain.org/
https://www.facebook.com/unionsquaremarkets
https://www.unionsquaremain.org/good-food-for-all
https://www.unionsquaremain.org/good-food-for-all
https://www.shopinseason.com/

