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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
The Union Square Farmers Market is integral to the Union Square community. It is a catalyst for 
vibrancy, community, and economic activity in Union Square. The Market provides visitors and 
residents with top-quality, fresh, and local produce at fair prices; encourages healthy eating and 
active lifestyle values; educates consumers about farming and locally sourced foods; and 
provides customers with opportunities to interact directly with farmers. The Market also provides 
information and education about community issues, promotes local activities and businesses, 
and provides opportunities for the community to gather and visit. 
 

MARKET OVERVIEW 
 

I. Location & Times  
The Market takes place on Saturdays at the Union Square Plaza in Somerville, MA. 
Season opens on May 18 and ends the Saturday before Thanksgiving, November 23. 
Hours of operation are 9am-1pm. Vendors must commit to selling for an entire Market 
day. The Market is open rain or shine! (More info about extreme weather conditions 
below.) 
 

II. Management & Advisors 
Managed by Union Square Main Streets (USMS), Kait Stinchcomb as Market Manager, 
and USMS Market Assistant. Overseen by USMS Executive Director, Jessica Eshleman. 
Market Advisors are Tommy Nicewicz from Nicewicz Family Farm and Marie Hills from 
Kimball Fruit Farm. 

 
PRODUCTS 

 
I. Local  

Products must be 100% local as defined by Massachusetts and any contiguous state. 
Products must be 100% grown and produced, meaning that all products sold by the 
vendor must be grown and produced by that vendor, and not by a supply farm or any 
other source. USMS reserves the right, if unsuccessful in recruiting a farm for specialty 
products, such as fish, to recruit an agent to bring these products to the Market. 
 

II. Quality  
All products must be of top or grade A quality. Seconds or canners may be offered but 
must be labeled as such. USMS reserves the right to ban any inferior products from the 
sale area. 
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III. Product Specific Designation 
 

● Fruits & vegetables must be planted, cultivated, or harvested by the farm, on 
the farm. 
 

● Baked goods must be prepared by the business, using local ingredients 
whenever possible. 
 

● Cider, maple products, and honey must be produced on the farm and 
processed by the farm. Products must have appropriate signage. 
 

● Plants must be started by the farm from seeds, plugs, cell packs, corms, 
pre-finished stocks, cuttings, or bulbs. Annuals must be cared for by the farm, on 
the farm, for a minimum of thirty (30) days. Perennials must be owned and cared 
for by the farm, on the farm, for a minimum of sixty (60) days. 
 

● Flowers, ornamental plants, and arrangements must be produced and/or 
processed by the farm. 
 

● Animal products, including milk, cheese, and meats must be processed by 
the farm. Animals must be raised by the farm. All products must have appropriate 
signage. 
 

● Processed foods may be sold, if produced and processed by the vendor. The 
vendor is responsible for complying with all requirements and licenses set by the 
City of Somerville, State of Massachusetts, and the Federal Government (i.e. the 
local board of health, Massachusetts Department of Public Health, USDA, FDA, 
and potentially others). All processed food vendors are required to obtain a 
health permit from the City of Somerville, Inspectional Services Department 
- Health Division prior to any sale. USMS will assist accepted vendors with the 
permitting process. For more details, see “Temporary Food Permit” on page 11. 
 

● Farm wineries must comply with all requirements set by the City of Somerville, 
State of Massachusetts, and the Federal Government. USMS will assist accepted 
vendors with the permitting process. If additional permits are not approved 
through no fault of the vendor, the Market fee will be refunded. 
 

IV. Removal of Products  
USMS reserves the right to require any vendor to remove a product from the 
selling display. Cause for removal includes failure to include product information 
in vendor application, failure to obtain appropriate permits or licenses, improper 
labeling, or inadequate signage. 
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VENDOR TYPES 
 

● Season Vendor: A vendor who commits to attend the Farmers Market every Saturday, 
from May 18 through November 23. 
 

● Bi-Weekly Vendor: A vendor who commits to attending the Farmers Market every other 
Saturday, from May through November. Start date will be determined by the Market 
Manager. 
 

● Guest Vendor: A specialty vendor who is commits to the Market on a day-to-day 
basis. 
 

● Business Table: At the discretion of USMS, accommodates for-profit organizations and 
companies that are located in or outside of the City of Somerville. 
 

● Community Group: At the discretion of USMS, accommodates local, non-profit (501c3) 
organizations, government entities, and other groups with a community-focused mission. 
Non-profit organizations located outside of the City of Somerville will be charged a 
“Business Table” fee. 

 
For questions about vendor qualifications and types, please contact the Market Manager. 
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MARKET ORGANIZATION 
 

I. Vendor Mix  
The primary vendors at the Union Square Farmers Market are Season Vendors, made 
up of local farms selling fruits and vegetables. Supplemental vendors contribute other 
products, such as baked goods, that enhance the Market and attract additional 
customers. A guest vendor space enables specialty-food producers in or close to 
Somerville to participate in the Market and increase Market vitality and customer interest. 
Throughout the season, USMS may sponsor special theme days to attract particular 
audiences and media attention to the Market. As part of these theme days, a number of 
non-farm vendors may participate in the Market. 
 

II. Selection  
All vendors, including returning vendors, must apply. Returning vendors will be given 
priority, but there is no guarantee of acceptance. Any incomplete application will not be 
taken into consideration. 
 
The final selection of vendors is based on the determination of which vendors will best 
serve the Union Square community, provide the right quality and variety of products, and 
enable USMS to best achieve its broader mission of fostering economic development 
throughout Union Square. Accepted vendors will be notified by mid to late March. 
 

III. Space Allocation  
Vendor spaces will be assigned by USMS. Adjustments to Market set-up may be 
required during special events and will be determined by USMS. Public benches are to 
be kept clear during Market hours, unless otherwise designated. 
 

IV. Absences  
If a vendor is unable to attend the Market on any given week, s/he must call the Market 
Manager by the Friday before at 2pm, however longer notice, when available, is 
appreciated. There will be no reimbursement for absences. Absences negatively affect 
the Market and may result in loss of selling space. Unexcused absences will result in a 
fine of $75. 
 

V. Vendor Fees 
Vendors are required to meet payment deadlines. Vendors will be assessed a fine for 
late payments. Failure to meet payment deadlines may result in suspension or 
termination from the Market. 
 
Late Payments Unless approved by USMS in advance, vendors will be fined on the 
following schedule: 

● 1-7 days late: $50 
● 8-15 days late: additional $150 
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● 16 or more days late: additional $100 per week 
● Example: a payment that is 16 days late would result in a fine in the amount of 

$300.  
Failure to pay applicable fees may result in suspension or termination from 
market. 
 

VI. Loss of Vendor Privileges  
USMS retains the right to reassign vendor space at any time, and to suspend or 
terminate vendors from Market participation for failure to comply with Market rules. 
 

VII. SNAP Token Currency  
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly known as food stamps, is 
a monthly benefit that allows recipients to buy nutritious foods. Union Square Farmers 
Market accepts SNAP through the SNAP token currency. 
 

❏ SNAP recipients visit the Market Manager tent and give Market staff their EBT 
card. 

❏ Market staff will swipe the EBT card for desired amount, up to $10 of which will 
be matched per Market  (i.e. $10, $20) 

❏ In exchange, Market staff gives the recipient the appropriate amount in SNAP 
tokens. 

❏ SNAP recipients will use these tokens at vendor booths to make eligible 
purchases. 

❏ Vendors will accept the tokens and collect them through the end of each Market. 
Vendors must only accept Union Square Farmers Market tokens. No other 
tokens will be accepted for a reimbursement from USMS. 

❏ Vendors will be responsible for submitting their tokens at the Market Manager 
tent. The tokens will be counted and a receipt will be issued. 

❏ New this year: Reimbursements will be issued in 4 installments 
 

It is also important to note... 
 

● SNAP tokens can only be accepted for SNAP-eligible purchases. 
○ SNAP benefits CAN be used to purchase: 

■ Breads and cereals 
■ Fruits and vegetables 
■ Meats, fish, and poultry 
■ Dairy products 
■ Seeds and plants, which produce food for the household to eat 

○ SNAP benefits CANNOT be used to purchase: 
■ Alcohol (mead, hard cider, or wine) 
■ Non-food items such as pet foods, jewelry, clothing, and soap 
■ Ready-to-eat meals or drinks 
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■ Hot foods and drinks 
 

● Valid tokens must have “Union Square Farmers Market” inscribed on top. Any 
other tokens will not be accepted nor reimbursement by USMS. Tokens will be a 
loss on the account of the vendor. 

 
 

● Token denominations consist of $1, $5, and $10. Vendors may not give change 
in cash or in tokens to SNAP customers. 

● USMS intends to continue to support SNAP recipients through the 
dollar-for-dollar match program, up to $10 per Market with privately raised funds 
through its Good Food For All campaign which takes place the last week each 
Jun. Continued availability of the SNAP match is contingent on receipt of 
adequate funding. 
 

VIII. Rain or Shine; Cancelled Markets  
The Union Square Farmers Market is open rain or shine. Please be prepared for all 
weather conditions. In the case of severe and dangerous weather conditions, the closing 
of the Market will be determined by USMS and announced the Friday before the 
Market by 4pm. In the event of cancellation, refunds will not be given. Please note that 
high winds or extreme cold may be determined as severe and dangerous weather 
conditions.Please also note that cancellations are extremely rare as USMS aims to 
maximize profitable Markets for vendors, however public safety must always remain top 
priority.  
 

IX. Set-Up 
Vendors must provide their own tents, weights, tables, and other equipment. Vendors 
should set up, display, and package products in a way that protects such products from 
outdoor elements. No rubbish, or personal belongings of any sort shall remain on the 
ground. Vendors must ensure their physical set-up is safe and hazard-free for all Market 
participants. (Please note: you will be required to bring your own tent weights. 
Failure to comply is considered a violation of 2019 Union Square Farmers Market 
Rules & Policies. Sharing weights with a neighboring tent is prohibited.) 
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X. Signage  
All vendors will identify their farm/business, contact information, and prices of each 
product. Processed food, in addition, must also identify the source of the primary local 
agricultural ingredient and location of production, including business name, city or town, 
and state. All signage must be legible and in plain view. In accordance with federal law, 
only produce certified by the Northeast Organic Farmers’ Association (NOFA) as organic 
may be labeled “organic.” Vendors may, however, state what the product was not grown 
with (i.e. “grown without synthetic pesticides”). 

 
XI. Opening and Closing  

All vendors must arrive at the Market 30-60 minutes before opening, and must be 
ready to sell by 9am. Late arrivals will be allowed only at the discretion of the Market 
staff. Vendors must keep the area in and around his or her space clean at all times. No 
sales shall take place before Market opening. Market opening will be announced with a 
ring from the cowbell. 
 
A “soft close” with sales between 1-1:30 pm. is allowed during packing up, however the 
September 21 Market requires a hard stop at 12pm. No further sales are allowed after 
1:30 pm. Vendors must vacate site by 2pm. When special events in Union Square 
immediately follow the Market, vendors will be given notice and will be asked to close 
early. NOTE: On September 21, the Market will close at 12pm. for Fluff Festival. 
 

XII. Weights and Measures  
Vendors planning to use a scale must have it sealed by an official City Dealer of Weights 
and Measures. Appropriate seals from other cities will be accepted. Failure to comply 
is punishable with fine from the City of Somerville. 
 

XIII. Trash and Clean-Up  
Vendors must leave assigned spaces in broom-clean condition by Market closing. All 
refuse must be taken home with the vendor: public trash barrels are not to be used for 
disposal of Market debris. Feeding the birds is also not allowed. 
 

XIV. Parking 
Vendors may not park any vehicles on the Union Square Plaza, in the municipal parking 
lot, or at metered parking spaces unless a specific agreement has been reached 
between USMS and vendor. Products must be carried in and set-up in their designated 
space. We are grateful to the generosity of private property owners that we are currently 
able to offer a limited number of parking spaces in specific locations to vendors, as many 
Markets are not able to provide parking. It is imperative that vendors respect all rules 
and policies regarding parking so that we may continue to offer this amenity. Vendors 
are required to park their vehicles in assigned parking spaces during Market hours. 
Assignments may be redistributed by Market Manager or Market Assistant at any time 
during the season. Only vendors who have been given prior permission from Market staff 
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can park behind The Independent, on Sanborn Court, during Market hours. Market staff 
may be of aid in parking, but it is ultimately the responsibility of the vendors to park in 
their correct parking assignments. 

 
● Parking Exception: Vendors who are assigned two or more 10x10 booth 

spaces, may be assigned a parking space in the Municipal Parking Lot. These 
spaces are limited and are available at the sole discretion of the Market Manager 
and require an additional fee of $500 for the season. 
 

XV. Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)  
CSA pick-ups are not allowed at the Union Square Farmers Market. 
 

XVI. Plastic Bag Ban  
As of September 1, 2016, retail establishments in the City of Somerville, including all 
Farmers Market vendors, are not permitted to give customers plastic, single-use 
shopping bags at the checkout point.  
 
Per the ordinance, the following bags are exempt: 

● Bags, whether plastic or not, in which loose produce or products are placed by 
the customer to deliver such items to the point of sale or checkout area of the 
retail establishment or booth space 

● Bags used to contain or wrap frozen foods, meat or fish, whether prepackaged or 
not, to prevent or contain moisture 
 

City inspectors will make occasional visits to the Farmers Market. If a vendor is found to 
be non-compliant with respect to the City’s bag ordinance, the first violation will result 
in a warning. Subsequent violations will carry a fine: $50.00 for the second offense, 
$100.00 for the third and higher offense.  
 

TEMPORARY FOOD PERMIT 
According to the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, the following farm products are 
exempt from Temporary Food Permit requirements: 

● Fresh produce (fresh uncut fruits and vegetables) 

● Unprocessed honey (raw honey as defined by the National Honey Board) 

● Maple syrup 

● Farm fresh eggs (must be stored and maintained at 45ºF) 
 
All other processed food product is required to obtain a Temporary Food Permit from the 
City of Somerville. One-time permit costs $25; season permit costs $100. 
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I. Person In Charge (PIC)  
The PIC is the staff person representing the vendor at the Farmers Market who is 
responsible for all operations on site during all hours of the Market. You may have more 
than one PIC listed on your application. However, necessary certificates must be 
associated with the listed PIC.  
 

II. ServSafe Certification  
If your business serves or sells potentially hazardous foods (PHFs) to the public (a 
product that requires heating and cooling to maintain safe food temperature) the PIC 
must submit a ServSafe certification at the manager level. PIC must also bring a food 
thermometer to the Farmers Market to monitor hot and cold temperatures. 
 

III. Allergen Certification 
If your business offers food samples or sels food for immediate consumption, the PIC 
must submit an Allergen Certificate. 

 
Ensure that all certification is obtained prior to applying for the Temporary Food Permit. City 
inspector will make occasional visits to the Farmers Market.  

2019 Union Square Farmers Market Rules & Policies 12 



 
 
 

CODE OF CONDUCT 
All Market participants, including vendors and customers should work cooperatively with Market 
Manager, Market Assistant, and USMS staff and volunteers. By agreeing to participate in the 
Union Square Farmers Market, all vendors agree to comply with the following Code of Conduct 
and consent to the enforcement of same by USMS as provided herein: 
 

● Verbal and physical abuse, including slander and libel, is prohibited. 
● Firearms are strictly prohibited. 
● Behaviors that disparage another participant or actions that unnecessarily interfere with 

other participant set-ups, sales, activities, or any other action that the Market staff 
determines to be uncooperative in nature towards another participant, customers, staff or 
volunteers is prohibited. 

● Vendors are prohibited from personal attacks or making false accusations about USMS 
staff/volunteers and/or other vendors at the Market through business or personal social 
media platforms, including but not limited to Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 

● Vendors are prohibited from using or being under the influence of drugs or alcohol while 
in attendance at Market. 

● Vendors are prohibited from smoking within Market boundaries. 
● Vendors shall not engage in any behavior not appropriate for a public setting including, 

but not limited to, use of obscene or abusive language and/or physical violence. 
 

I. Disputes  
Vendors are encouraged to settle minor disputes on a one-on-one basis. Market staff 
may facilitate a discussion, if needed. If a dispute continues, vendors shall contact 
Market or USMS staff. 
 

II. Insurance and Accidents  
USMS carries liability insurance that protects the Market and USMS staff. However, it 
does not protect individual vendors. Seasonal vendors must carry their own General 
Liability Coverage Policy up to $1,000,000, automobile liability, and worker’s 
compensation insurance. The certificate of insurance (COI) must be submitted as part of 
the Market acceptance process. The COI must have Union Square Main Streets, Inc. 
listed as a certificate holder.  
 
Any accident or injury occurring at the Market must be reported immediately to Market 
staff. A first-aid kit will be available at the Market Manager table. 
 

III. Market Integrity  
Vendors are expected to employ a high degree of integrity in all aspects of food 
production, sale, and conduct with customers and Market management. USMS reserves 
the right to conduct farm or site visits at any point during the Market season, and 
vendors may be required to submit back-up documentation to reply to management 
queries regarding products and production. 
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VIOLATIONS 

Market Manager, Market Assistant, and USMS staff are authorized, at their discretion, to issue 
warnings, suspensions, and/or immediate revocation of Market participation to vendors, 
customers, or other Market participants for failure to comply with any of these Market policies, 
including but not limited to: 
 

● Any violation of Code of Conduct as outlined above 
● Committing unlawful or violent acts 
● Misrepresentation or omission on the vendor application 
● Selling any product which is not grown or produced by the participating vendor, without 

proper approval and signage  
● Selling any product that was not included in the vendor application 
● Lack of appropriate signage including inaccurate or misleading signage that does not 

conform to requirement of this policy 
● Failure to pay applicable vendor fees as due 

 
Process 

I. A major violation (such as committing an unlawful or violent act, or physical or verbal 
abuse) will result in immediate termination of Market participation. There will be no 
reimbursement of vendor fees. 

II. Minor violations will result in the following series of actions: 
 

❏ 1st violation: Written or oral warning 
❏ 2nd violation: Temporary suspension of Market participation. There will be no 

reimbursement of vendor fees. 
❏ 3rd violation: Immediate season suspension of Market participation. There will 

be no reimbursement of vendor fees. 
 
Anyone wishing to appeal an action of the Market Manager or Market Assistant may document 
the grievance in writing and request a reconsideration by USMS’ Executive Director. Vendors 
may be suspended based on alleged violations while a request for reconsideration is pending.  
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
USMS is not responsible for arrangements made between any vendor and any customer. No 
warranty of any sort, expressed or implied, is made by USMS, City of Somerville, or Market 
sponsors or funders on behalf of the vendors or the Market. 
 
Each vendor is responsible for his/her own compliance with any applicable local, state, or 
federal laws and regulations. 
 
USMS may, at any time, modify or add to the Market rules and policy and USMS may interpret, 
define, clarify and enforce its rules and policy at its sole discretion. Any such decision will be 
binding upon all parties. USMS may occasionally make exceptions to Market rules and no such 
exception shall limit USMS’ rights with respect to future enforcement.  
 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
Vendor application is available to be printed or completed online at www.unionsquaremain.org.  
 

I. Hard Copy Application 
Any vendor who wishes to submit a hard copy application, may send it with a check for 
the $15 non-refundable application fee to: 

 
Union Square Main Streets 

Attn: Kait Stinchcomb 
PO Box 1 

Somerville, MA 02143  
 

Or, scan and email to: farmersmarket@unionsquaremain.org. Payment may also be 
submitted online. Visit www.unionsquaremain.org for more information. 
 

II. Online Application 
The application is available at www.unionsquaremain.org. Application payments 
accepted through Paypal. 
 
Incomplete applications will not be considered. 
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS 
 

● Union Square Main Streets 
PO Box 1, Somerville, MA 02143 
Kait Stinchcomb, Program/Market Manager 
(617) 899-5095 
 

● Massachusetts Department of Transitional Assistance 
Healthy Incentives Program (HIP) 
(800) 645-8333 
 

● Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 
○ Bureau of Markets 

(617) 626-1700 
 

○ Head of Pesticide Bureau (Pesticide Regulations) 
(617) 626-1700 
 

○ Massachusetts Farmers Market Coupon Program 
David Webber, Farmers Market Program Coordinator 
; (617) 626-1754 
 

○ Agricultural Events Certification (for sale of wine) 
Rebecca Davidson, Agricultural Events Certification Coordinator 
(617) 626-1744 
 

● Federation of Massachusetts Farmers Markets 
Edith Murnane, Interim Executive Director 
(781) 893-8222 
 

● Market Advisors 
○ Tommy Nicewicz, Nicewicz Family Farm 

(978) 697-2947 
○ Marie Hills, Kimball Fruit Farm 

(978) 433-9751 
 

● Massachusetts Department of Employment & Training 
Employment Regulations 
(617) 626-5400 
 

● Massachusetts Department of Revenue 
Sales Tax Regulations 
(617) 887-6367 
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● Somerville Department of Weights & Measures 

Scale Licenses 
(617) 625-6600 ext. 5900 
 

● Somerville Fire Prevention Bureau 
(617) 623-1700 ext. 8400 
 

● Somerville Inspectional Services Department, Health Division 
Temporary Food Permits 
(617) 625-6600 ext 4331 
 

● Somerville Licensing Commission 
Lori J. Batzek, Secretary to the Licensing Commission 
(617) 625-6600 ext. 4108 
 

● Somerville Office of Sustainability and Environment 
Plastic Bag Ban 
Oliver Sellers-Garcia, Director 
(617) 625-6600 ext. 2106 
 

● Somerville Police Department 
(617) 625-6600 ext. 7200 

 
● Somerville Treasury 

(617) 625-6600 ext. 3500 
 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 

● Farm Winery 
 

● PLASTIC BAG BAN in SOMERVILLE, MA 
 

● Soil Testing 
Soil Test Lab, West Experiment Station 
682 North Pleasant Street, University of Massachusetts Amherst, MA 01003 
 

● Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
(877) 823-4369 
 

● Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 
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2019 Union Square Farmers Market 
Vendor Application 

 
Please note that application does not guarantee acceptance to the Market  

 
MARKET OVERVIEW: 
 

I. Application deadline for ALL vendors: Friday, March 8, 2019 
 

II. Market schedule: 
 
Every Saturday: 9am-1pm, rain or shine. 

● Opens: May 18, 2019 
● Closes the Saturday before Thanksgiving: November 23, 2019 
● Total Number of Weeks: 28 
● NOTE: Market will close at 12pm for Fluff Festival on September 21, 2019  

 
III. Vendor Fees: There is a $15 non-refundable application fee in addition to the following: 

 

Season Vendor (May 18 - November 23) $1,400 per booth space 

Bi-Weekly Vendor (every other week from May - November) 
*Start date determined by Market Manager 

$675 

Guest Vendor $70 per market 
 
Payment Schedule Guest vendors must pay in full upon acceptance. Bi-weekly and season 
vendors may pay in full or in four (4) installments: 
 

❏ 1st Installment: Upon acceptance 
❏ 2nd Installment: June 12, 2019 
❏ 3rd Installment: July 12, 2019 
❏ 4th and Final Installment: August 12, 2019 

 
Late Payments Unless approved by USMS in advance, vendors will be fined on the following 
schedule: 

● 1-7 days late: $50 
● 8-15 days late: additional $150 
● 16 or more days late: additional $100 per week 
● Example: a payment that is 16 days late would result in a fine in the amount of $300.  

Failure to pay applicable fees may result in suspension or termination from Market. 
VENDOR TYPE 
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❏ Season Vendor (May 18-November 23):  $1,400 per 10x10 booth space 

 
# of spaces requested: ___________ x $1,400 = _________ 
 

❏ Bi-Weekly Vendor (May through November): $675 
 

❏ Guest Vendor: $70 per Market 
Date(s) requested:_______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Name:_____________________________________ Position: __________________________ 
 
Business Name (DBA): _________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
City/Town:____________________________________ State:__________Zip:_____________ 
 
Business Phone: _____________________________ Cell Phone: _______________________ 
 
Email Address: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
What is the best way to reach you? ________________________________________________ 
 
Market day-of contact name:____________________________________________________  
 
Market day-of contact cell phone:________________________________________________ 
 
Languages spoken by Market day-of contact:_______________________________________ 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
 
Website:__________________________________Facebook:@_________________________  
 
Instagram: @___________________________ Twitter: @_____________________________ 
 

❏ I hereby grant and authorize Union Square Main Streets the right to take, edit, alter, 
copy, exhibit, publish, distribute and make use of any and all pictures or video taken of 
me and my products to be used in and/or for any lawful promotional materials including, 
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but not limited to, newsletters, flyers, posters, brochures, advertisements, fundraising 
letters, annual reports, press kits and submissions to journalists, websites, social 
networking sites and other print and digital communications, without payment or any 
other consideration. 

❏ I hereby grant permission to Union Square Main Streets to use and reproduce any 
portion of the photo images I have posted on social media channels for the purposes 
listed above. 

❏ I realize that I may revoke this authorization at any time by notifying Union Square Main 
Streets in writing. The revocation will not affect any actions taken before the receipt of 
this written notification. 
 

ADDITIONAL VENDOR INFORMATION 
 

I. What form(s) of payment does your business accept at the Farmers Market? Check all 
that apply. 

❏ Cash 
❏ Credit or debit card 
❏ Check 

 
II. Does your business participate in any of the following programs? Check all that apply. 

❏ Healthy Incentive Program (HIP) 
❏ Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
❏ Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 
❏ Senior Coupons 
❏ Farmers Market Coupons  
❏ Other: _______________________________________________________ 

 
III. Does your business have any concern being located near the performance area for 

musicians? Note: indicating concern does not guarantee impact to placement near 
performance area 

❏ Yes 
❏ No 

 
IV. Will your business have a pop-up tent?  

❏ Yes (Please note, new this year: if yes, you will be required to bring 
weights. Failure to comply will be considered a violation of 2019 Union 
Square Farmers Market Rules & Policies. Sharing weights with a 
neighboring tent is prohibited.) 

❏ No 
V. Will your business need electricity at the Farmers Market? 

❏ Yes (Please note: you will be required to bring electrical cover(s) for your power 
cords).  
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❏ No 
 
If yes, provide the following information about your electricity needs. Electricity in the Square 
is limited and we will need to be selective in electricity allocations. 
 

Type of equipment (i.e. 
freezer): 

How many? How much electricity is 
required? 

Example: electric griddle  one 150 watts 
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PRODUCT INFORMATION 
List each product you would like to sell at the Market. Additional sheets may be attached if 
necessary. It is important to ensure all products are included here, otherwise, they may not be 
sold at the Market. Please note also that, also new this year, you will need to provide all 
relevant certifications for your products. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FOR FOOD VENDORS ONLY 
Farm/Production Location: List all locations used for production of products you would like to 
offer at the Union Square Farmers Market. PO boxes cannot be accepted.  
 
For Farms: List acres and attach a diagram/map of all fields used for production of foods and 
indicate planned location of crops or processing for this year.  
 

Location Acres 

  

  

  

  
 
Food Sampling: If you plan to offer any samples at the Market, please fill out the information 
below. 
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● Type(s) of food/beverage: 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

● Type of utensil/equipment used for sampling: 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
FOOD PROTECTION & TEMPORARY FOOD PERMIT 
Per the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, the following farm products are exempt 
from the Temporary Food Permit requirement: 
 

● Fresh produce (fresh, uncut fruits and vegetables) 
● Unprocessed honey (raw honey as defined by the National Honey Board) 
● Maple syrup 
● Farm fresh eggs (must be stored and maintained at 45ºF) 

 
All other food product vendors are required to obtain a Temporary Food Permit from the 
City of Somerville. 
 

I. Does your product require temperature control (i.e. heating or cooling)? 
❏ Yes, and my staff and I are ServSafe certified, at the manager level. 
❏ No 

 
II. Will you offer samples?  

❏ Yes, and my staff and I are allergen certified. 
❏ No 

 
III. Will your product be served for immediate consumption? 

❏ Yes, and my staff and I are allergen certified. 
❏ No 
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AGREEMENT 
I have read and understand the 2019 Union Square Farmers Market Rules & Policies and meet 
the vendor eligibility standards stated therein. I agree to abide by all Market requirements as 
outlined in the Rules & Policies, as well as all federal, state, and local laws, codes and 
regulations. I understand that Union Square Main Streets, Inc., and its Executive Director, 
Market Manager and the Market Assistant are authorized, at their discretion, to issue warnings, 
suspensions, and/or immediate revocation of Market participation to vendors, customers, or 
other Market participants for failure to comply with any Union Square Farmers Market Rules and 
Policies or for otherwise engaging in disruptive behavior and, in the event of a suspension or 
revocation, I will not be entitled to a refund of fees paid. Lastly, I agree to cooperate with Union 
Square Main Streets and pay all required vendor fees on schedule or incur late fees as stated 
herein. 
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CHECKLIST 
❏ Completed application 
❏ Check for $15 non-refundable application fee, or pay online at unionsquaremain.org 
❏ Mail application package before deadline on Friday, March 8 to: 

 
Union Square Main Streets 

Attn: Kait Stinchcomb 
PO Box 1 

Somerville, MA 02143 
 

Or scan and email to: farmersmarket@unionsquaremain.org 
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